Vol. 13, No. 2, Summer 2024, pp 57- 77

Journal of Educational and Scholastic studies

ORIGINAL RESEARCH PAPER

Strategic Study of Teaching Spelling and Orthography in Iranian Schools

from a Cognitive View

Seyede Ziba Behrooz" *, Nafise Irani?

! Post-doctorate in Persian language studies, Academy of Persian Language and Literature, Tehran, Iran.
2 Department of Persian Language and Literature Education, Farhangian University, P.O. Box 889-

14665, Tehran, Iran

ABSTRACT

Keywords:

Comparative Analysis
System of Graphemes
Cognitive Methods
Curriculum

Ellis Reading Process Model

1 .Corresponding author
t= bseyede@ymail.com

Received: 2022/05/21
Reviewed: 2023/08/01
Accepted: 2023/09/30

Background and Objectives: In this article, the authors intended to
investigate and analyze some parameters of Persian language writing in
the structure of curriculum and teaching methods in schools. These
parameters have been proposed in this research at the micro and macro-
structure of tracking education. Methods: The study was carried out in a
descriptive-analytical and library manner, and it tried to answer two
fundamental questions: 1. what parameters in the curriculum structure and
its content (macrostructure) need attention and revision? 2. What
considerations are suggested in the field of Persian writing teaching
methods (microstructure)? To answer the first question, a comparative
analysis was conducted on the content of the official curriculum of Iran
and England. Findings: Based on the findings of this study, it was found
that the structures of the Persian language - including graphemes and
morphological and derived morphemes - do not have a specific system
based on education. To answer the second question, two components, i.e.
textbooks and teachers' teaching methods, were examined and it was
determined that revision is necessary for three areas: first, the teaching of
Persian vocabulary; second, teaching Arabic vocabulary; Third,
calligraphy as a special feature of Persian writing. Therefore, educational
strategies and teaching methods based on cognitive approaches were also
presented. In explaining the scientific basis of these methods, the Ellis
model was used for the cognitive analysis of the reading process.
Conclusion: A revision of the prevailing phonetic and written system and
rules is necessary to organize and comprehend the curriculum.
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Term | Guidance | Example Tl
as French, Spanish or ltalian), He [eaves tomovrow. [present-
Engtish has no distinct ‘future tense’ tense /eavesj
form of the verb :::)mpalable with its He Is going to leave tormorrow.
present and past tenses. [present tense /s foliowed by going
to plus the infinitive leave]
GPC See grapheme-phaonemse
correspondences.
grapheme A letter, or combination of letters, The grapheme { in the words ten,
that corresponds to a single bet and afe corresponds to the
phoneme within a word. phoneme /t/.
The grapheme ph in the word
dolphin corresponds to the
phoneme /.
grapheme- The links between letters, or The grapheme s corresponds to
phoneme combinations of letters (graphemes) the phoneme /s/ in the word see,
correspondences and the speech sounds (phonemes) but...
that they represent. -..it corresponds to the phoneme
In the English writing system, /z/ in the word easy.
graphemes may correspond to
different phonemes in different
words.
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Spelling-work for year 1

Statutory
requirements

Rules and guidance (non-statutory)

Example words
(non-statutory)

The sounds /i, I/,
/sl, iz/ and /k/ spelt
ff, I, ss. zz and ck

The /i, /W, /sl, /z/ and /K/ sounds are
usually spelt as ff, ll, s, zz and ck if
they come straight after a single vowel
letter in short words. Exceptions: if,
pal, us, bus, yes.

off, well, miss, buzz,
back

The /ry sound spelt
n before k

bank, think, honk,
sunk

Division of words
into syllables

Each syllable is like a ‘beat’ in the
spoken word. Words of more than one
syllable often have an unstressed
syllable in which the vowel sound is
unclear.

pocket, rabbit, carmrot.
thunder, sunset
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The /v/ sound at the
end of words

Adding s and es to
words (plural of
nouns and the third
person singular of

" s

The /tJ/ sound is usually speit as tch if it

comes straight after a single vowel

letter. Exceptions: rich, which, much,

i such

| English words hardly ever end with the
letter v, so if a word ends with a /v/

| sound, the letter e usually needs to be
added after the 'v'.

l If the ending sounds like /s/ or /z/, it is

spelt as —s._ If the ending sounds like
/1z/ and forms an extra syllable or ‘beat’
in the word, it is spelt as —es

catch, fetch, kitchen,
notch, hutch

have, live, give

cats, 0695, spends,

rocks, thanks,
catches

verbs)
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New work for years S and 6

Statutory
requirements

Rules and guidance (non-statutory) | Example words
| (non-statutory)

Not many common words end like this. ' vicious, precious,
conscious, delicious,

malicious, suspicious
ambitious, cautious,
fictitious, infectious,
nutritious

Endings which
sound like /fas/
spelt —cious or
~tious

If the root word ends in —ce, the /[/
sound is usually spelt as ¢ — e.g. vice
— vicious, grace — gracious, space —
spacious, malice — malicious.
Exception: anxious.

-cial 7i's common after a vowel letter

and ~tial after a consonant lefter, but
there are some exceptions.

official, special, artificial,
partial, confidential,
essential

Endings which
sound like /fal/

Exceptions: initial, financial,
commercial, provincial (the spelling of
the last three is clearly related to
finance, commerce and province).
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